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According to this correspondent, journalism in Italy suffers a crisis which 
simply mirrors the crisis in which the entire ltalian society is submerged, 
resulting from two factors which have occurred at the same time: the right 
wing's victory at the polls in the 1994 general elections, and Silvio 
Berlusconi's entry in the political arena. 
World political events like the fall of the Berlin wall and the ravages of the 
so-called Tangentopolis (corruption scandal investigations) led to the fall of 
the Christian Demacrats, the merging of political parties and a progressive 
polarisation of the Jtalian political scene, now divided into one right-wing 
bloc or pole and another left-Jeaning one. Each of the parties sought an 
informational platform from which to Jaunch its ideas. And in the middle of 
all this Berlusconi appeared and with him arose the conflict of interests, 
namely between Berlusconi's private interests (Fininvest) and those which 
he had to assume as leader of a political party or coalition. 
The author follows the development of the ltalian media under these 
circumstances, and its growing dependence on television. Newspaper sales 
ha ve dropped by I 50,000 copies per day in just two years. The newspaper 
with the biggest readership, Il Corriere de Ja Sera, seUs 675,000 copies a day. 
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